
The Rhododendron, Camellia & Magnolia Group 
THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

BULLETIN -80 

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES Maurice Foster 

Ponticum postscript 
Down in the New Forest something stirred. You will recall 
comments in the last issue on the demonisation of rhododendrons 
as a whole through misrepresentation of the ponticum issue. Mike 
Grant, secretary tu the Rhododendron and Camellia Committee 
has received a reply from the Forestry Commission regarding thei r 
leaflet reference to ·rhododendron toxicity". The Deputy Surveyor 
states that the leaflet we complained about was .. aimed at the 
general public and there is always a problem in trying to explain in 
simple language something which is in foct quite complex·'. He went 
on to adm it that the words used were technically inaccurate and 
apologised unreservedly if this gave offence. On the wider issue. the 
objection to Rhododendron ponticum in the New Forest was 
because it was an .. aggressive exotic species'·. It was hoped tu 
introduce other less competitive or invasive species of 
rhododendron and there is no particular antagonism tu the genus. 

By contrast. the BBC felt --unable to uphold your complaint" in 
response to a letter from Kenneth and Peter Cox about the --state 
of the Planet .. programme which referred to rhododendrons 
·poisoning the earth '. The exchange of letters is published o n page 
9 and speaks for itself. 

It is proposed to hold an internat ional conference on 
Rhododendron pontieum in 18 months time in May 2004 at 
Sheffield Hallam University and offers of papers, posters. support 
and sponsorship arc invited. (Contact Editor for fur ther details). 

I have not seen a statement of conference objectives, but I hope it may 
provide a more detached, balanced and documented approach, put 
the ponticum discussion into a proper perspective and remove the 
misrepresentation and ignorance visited upon the genus as a whole. 

A new disease of rhododendrons 
A new species of phytophthora was identified as the cause of a 
disease which killed both nursery and mature rhododendrons in 
Germany and Holland in 1993. It is Phytophthora ramorum known 
colloq uially as 'sudden oak death'. Since 1995 the disease is said to 
have ravaged forests on the US west coast killing 80-90% of the 
oaks attacked and a recent press report (Sept) suggests that it has 
now spread to Californian redwoods. It was also observed on 
viburnum. Apart from certain west coast Quercus spp other major 
hosts listed by the Forestry Commission arc Lithocarp us 
densiflorus, Arbutus mcnziesii , Umbellularia californica and 
Vaccinium spp. Possible hosts at risk in Europe arc in the Fagaceae, 
Ericaccac and Lauraeeae. 

Forcst1y Commission research suggests E uropean oaks may be 
more resistant than those of N. America. but other fagaceous 
broaclleavcs like European beech may be vulnerable. 
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Magnolia ·Daphne· Philippe de Spodbcrch 

'Yellow Magnolias' The second article in the series on Magnolias 
from Mike Robinson is published on page 7. 
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The disease causes typical bark cankers, with reel /black liquid ooze. 

Llrying to black ' tar'. Shoot tips may show sudden wilt and foliage 

may discolour. 

O n rhododendrons. the fungus also causes bark cankers leading 

to twig death; leaves may also be affected without accompanying 

twig damage. 

The disease is notifiable in UK and suspect cases must be reported 

by law. For rhododendrons and viburnums phone the Plant Health 

and Seeds Inspectorate in York on O 1904 455174 and for trees the 

Forestry Commissio n o n 013 l 3 146414. 

More details arc obtainable from the Forestry Commission or 

DEFRA and a website: 

www.dcfra.gov .11 k/pla n t h/pestno t e/sudclcn. h t 111 

A final note of cheer 

To mainta in the general theme of complaint and distress, initially I 

had intended to fi nish with a friend's definition of gardening, -

e leven months of unremitting hard work followed by one month of 

intense disappointment - but there is a decided whiff of more 

agreeable news stealing in from gardens everywhere. which arc 

looking in very good condition . .. We have to acknowledge that 2002 

has been an exceptionally good year for al l three genera. that 

members have hugely enjoyed it and both growth and flower bud set 

this autumn suggest that next year is likely to be equally good. if not 

belier. Prospects arc excellent for 2003. Keep planting. 
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When did you last visit? 

• WINDSOR 
GREAT PARK 

G
\ AVILL 
ARDEN 
Windsor Great Park 

Renowned woodland garden with 

an unrivalled collection of 
rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias, 

magnolias and much else 

LICENSED RESTAURANT, 
PLANT AND GIFT SHOP 

Open: Mar-Oct 10am-6pm Nov-Feb 10am-4pm 

Wick Lane, Englefield Green, Egham 

Enquiries: 01753 847518 

www.savillgarden.co.uk 

EDITOR'S NOTES John Rawling 

'Magnolias in Cornish Gardens' 
Please note that copies of this book. reviewed in the last Bulletin 
can be obtained from: Alexander Associates. 4 South St reet, Fowcy, 
Cornwall, PL23 IAR. Tel. 01726 833900 .• 

Pukeiti, New Zealand 
200 I was the 50'" Jubilee of the foundation of these beautiful 
gardens at New Plymouth. North Island. There arc few places in the 
world so suitable for growing a wide range of rhododendrons and 
a ll ied plants. T hey grow around 2.500 rhododendron species and 

hybrids, as we ll as native plants. 

As part of the ir celebrations. they have made a Jubilee Appeal to 
ensure that Pukeili remains A Garden for All Seasons - A 

Sanctuary for All Time·. 

There arc two illustrated books available: 

"Pukeit i - An illustrated Histo ry''. and also 

'A Man·s Dream - Eastwood Hill". which te lls the story of New 
Z ealand 's notab le arboretum. Each at $50. 

Year Books 
Past issues a re now stored by and obtainable from Mrs Pam Haywood 
who has been appointed as "Yearbook Archivist" to handle the stock 
of past publications for the Group. Details arc as below: 

The RHS Main Camellia Competition, Spring 2003 ... 
... is to be he ld over a weekend a t Bournemouth on I I- J3th April. 

The jo//u11·i11g p11b/ica1io11s are a\'(/i/a/J/e tu Group Me111bcrs: 

THE RHODODENDRON HANDHOOK 1998 
Includes full descriptions or all rhododendron species 
in general cul tivation in Europe and the USA. including 
Vircyas. 352pp. ill ustrated. Members (worldwide): 
£30 post free. Ai rmail surcharge: £5 

THE RHODODENDRON STORY 
200 Years of' Plant /-111nri11g a11d G11rde11 C11/rimtiu11 
Published in 1996 to cekhrale half a cen tury of the 
Rhododendron Yearbook. 224pp. ill ustrated. 
UK Members: £12 post free. Overseas Members: 
£13.50 (Surface mail), £17 (/\irrnail ). 

YEARBOOK Back Numbers 
Available for 197') - 200 I. except 1980/81 and 1992. 
Prices arc per hook and include UK postage. 
Acid £0-50 per book for overseas addresses (Surface mail). 

1979/80, 1982/83, 1983/84. 1984/85. 1985/XCi, 1986/87 

I 987/88.1 988/89, 1990, I 99 I .1 993. 1994.1 995. l 996/l/7 

2UOll. 2001 £7.50 
1981 /82.1998. 1999 £ 15.00 

Please make cheques payable. in sterling, to: 
The Rhodode11dro11, Ca111e//ia and Magnolia Group. 
Payment can also be made by Masrerrnrd or Visa . 
Please quote card number. issue number (if any). 
expiry date. card holdcr's name as it a ppears on card and 
address to which the card is registered. 

Orders or e11q11iries ro: Pam Hayward. Wood town, 
Sampford Spiney. YELVERTON. PL20 6LJ, UK. 
Tel/Fax: +44 (0)1822 852122 
Email: RCMGPubl icat ions(i:t aol.com 

Non-members: contact above for prices and availabi lity. 
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YEAR BOOK REGISTER 
I am compiling a register of Year Book availability to help meet 
Members' needs. Please let me have details of Year Books you 

wish to buy or sell. 

Contact: Pam Hayward, Woodtown, Sampford Spiney, 
Yelverton, PL20 6LJ, UK. Tel/Fax: +44 (0) 1822 852122 

Email: RCMGPublications@aol.com 

Editor's address and E-mail address. 
Just a reminder that Contributions, Letters, Comment, Articles and 
News are welcome, and should be sent to John Rawling. The Hon. 
Bulletin Editor, The Spinney, Station Road. Woldingham, Surrey, 
CR3 7OD. (Tel: 0 1883 65334 1) or E:mail: jr.eye@virgin.net. 

SEED DISTRIBUTION Tony Weston 

Next autumn. Alan Clark will be broade ning out his area of interest 

and reaching places he has not hitherto visited. While Alan remains 
our mainstay provider, we have this year two additional seed 
providers visiting other areas of Asia. So we should be getting some 
seed of species not previously offered, as well as a greater variety, so 
watch out for the next seed list which will reach you at the beginning 
of the New Year. 

We sti ll have a plentiful supply of the 1996 seed which will again be 
offered free on the basis of one packet for each one ordered at the 
normal price. I am constantly being told by people who should know 

that rhododendron seed, if kept rcfrigcratccl, will remain viable 
almost indefinitely - certainly up to ten years; so it should be well 
worth including some on your order. 
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SPECIALISTS IN MAGNOLIAS 

CH 6575 San Nazzaro/Ticino 

SWITZERLAND 

Telephone: 091 795 1867 

Fax: 091 795 3029 

Email: infoeisenhut@bluewin.ch 

Internet: www.eisenhut.ch 

We offer over 450 species of grafted Magnolias. 

Among these are some of the latest hybrid 

Magnolias and selected clones of Magnolia species. 

Our full list of Magnolias, Camellias and 

Wistarias is available on request. 

Plants are depatched as one- or two-year grafts 

and in accordance with import regulations. 

In addition, there has been an excellent seed set on Magnolias this 
year, so there is likely to be a very interesting and wide choice of 
open pollinated seed available. The popularity of some existing 
cultivars will testify that these can produce worthwhile results. A 
pract ical article on growing magnolias (by the chairman of the 
group) was published in the 1998 Year Book. 

RHO DO '02 report Eileen Wheeler 

This Conference, organised and held at the Royal Botanic Garden, 
Edinburgh was attended by quite a number of our members. and 
many many overseas professionals and enthusiasts from just about 
every country where rhododendrons in their numerous guises could 
be grown. 

The keynote lecture given by Kenneth Cox, totally enthralling and 
with particularly fine and evocative slides, started an action packed 
three days. No fewer than ten different lectures each day in an 
interesting mix of the highly technical (taxonomy in all its 
disciplines, the phytogenetic relationships of rhododendron to other 
genera in the ericoideae, to give you an idea) to the practicalities of 
restoring an old precious garden, problems of dealing with 
introclueecl exotic species (not only rhododendrons) turned thug, 
joys and hazards of plant collecting and several excellent lectures on 
cultivating and producing vircyas. 

A workshop, held on the day before the conference and repeated 
the clay after, gave a lo t of us the chance to begin to sec how the 
classification of rhocloclcnclrons is pursued and to use a powerful 
laboratory microscope to examine the details of leaf scales and 
hairs. Later there was a fascinating tour of the Scanning Electron 
Microscope Suite followed by a visit to the DNA seque ncing 
laboratory, in both cases we were given clear explanations of a very 
complicated subject by the scientists involved. 

Creature comforts were well catered for with tea and coffee breaks 
and the most de licious buffet lunches, not to mention a fine 
conference dinner in the splendid surroundings of the Signet 
Library of Edinburgh. 

Tours of the garden and of the extensive ranges of glass houses were 
fitted in too, in a wonderfully well organised conference. We met 
many keen rhododendron growers from so many di fferent 
countries. Our grateful thanks arc clue to Drs. George Argent and 
David Chamberlain for all their hard work, friendliness and time 
given imparting knowledge, we ll worth travelling the length of 
Britain for! 

TOURS Valerie Archibold 

German Tour - 25u, to 29th May 2002 
Some I 8 members and friends enjoyed a very successful tour of the 
Gardens and Nurseries of the Ammerland, the growing centre for 
rhododendrons around Oldenburg, near Hamburg. T he group 
incluclecl two from Oregon, USA and four from Moscow, Russia, as 
well as from around the UK. 

We enjoyed the gardens and the hospitality of many famous names, 
such as Bruns, Haehmann and Hobbie. We were made welcome at 
the Bremen Botanic Garden and the Oldenburg Castle Garden, as 
well as at private gardens such as the Ma>,-walcl R hododendron Park 
and Tcufelsmoor. 

A full report will appear in the next Year Book. 
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Spring Botanical Tour 2003 - Belgium 
- 30th April to 4th May 2003 
The programme has been planned by Mrs Chris Van Pelt, a member 
of the Be lgian Dendrology Society, who will lead the tour. This is a 
condensed itinerary and interested members sho uld contact the 
"four Organiser as below for full details 

A rich variety of gardens arc on the itinerary commencing with the 
National Botanic Garden of Belgium. where there will be a guided 
tour by the curator. A rter lunc h we trave l lo the north o f rlandcrs 
to our hotel, a converted 151h Century Priory set in beautiful 

countryside and forest. 

The second day we visit Kalmthoul Arboretum. T his has been 
developed into an outstand ing col lect ion of trees, concentrating on 
rhododc:1ulrons and acers. In the afternoon we travel lo Essen for a 
visit to Hcmclrik. once a monastery. which now belo ngs to Jelena de 
Bcldcr-Kovacic. The arboretum conta ins the largest private 
botanical collcction in Belgium (together with Herkenrodc). 

The third day the re will be a visit to the private garden of Mr & Mrs 
Michae l Boutson in the nearby village of Vosselaar which has a large 
collection ofpieris. rhododendrmr (around 300 diffe rent species and 
hybrids) and some n:markablc trees. After lunch there will be a visit 
to the Arboretum of Bokrijk. and later we wi ll probably visit the 
nearby collectio n o f Mr limy Suffclccrs. an inte rna tio nal ly 
renowned collector of rhododendron species and hybrids. 

The fourth day we will visit the beautiful estate of H crkcnrodc 
which belongs to the Vicomte Philippe ck Spoelbcrch. Pres ident 
o f the l:klgian De ndrological Society a nd a Group since I 990. 
The 10 hectare garden contains o ne of the richest collections of 
trees and shrubs in Be lgium. II is also famous fo r its la rge 
collectio n of Magnolias. some o f which may be in rlowcr d uring 
our visit. After lunch we visit the garden o f Comte et Comtesse 
d 'Anscm-Bourg at Wespclaar. 

On the morning of the fifth day the re will be a visit to the private 
garden of A ntoon Declercq in Nevele. whe re we shall sec around 
2000 rhododendrons with o the r notable shrubs and trees. In the 
a fternoon we will visit the private garden of A lbert De Raedt who is 
a specialist in hardy Ghent Hybrids. 

Travel: The bes\ method is being investigated. and travel by train from 
London Waterloo direct to Brussels is be ing a rranged. However. it 
may be possible to travel by a ir or private car. if satisfactory meeting 
arrangements can be made a t the first garden visit 

The cost will be from 700 to 768 Euros. depending on numbers (ea. 
£4<i0 - .t::500) excluding travel. lunches, ent rance fees and local 
guides and travel insurance. (Single supp. 270 Euros (ea. £ 178)). 

For full details contact Mrs Valerie Archibold at Starveacrc, 
Dalwood, E. Devon, Exl3 71-11-1. Tel: 01404 881221. 

The Magnolia Society International 
Members of this Group have been invited join the Society's Tour to 
New Zealand in September 2003. 

The planned tour is from 31'1 August until 12th or 1811
' September, 

(eithe r 12 or 18 days) starting in Auckland and includi ng many of the 
best gardens and sights in both the North and South Islands. Visits 
include Ayrlies. Pukeiti and Mark & Abbie Jury's garden in the North 
and Dunedin Botanic Garden and Lamarch Castle in the South. 

T he cost will vary according to numbers. but if 30 people join the 
tour. the cost excludi ng fligh ts to Auckland will be around NZ$3,257 
(£1007) for the 12 day tour. or NZ$4.750 (£1.468) for the 18 days 
tour. (AirNZ flights from London arc currently from .t::8 11 ) 

Furthe r details can be obtained from Jim Gardiner, RHS Garden 
Wisley, Woking, Surrey, who is seeking people to register their 
interest as soon as possible . 
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MEMBERS NOTES 

The effect of ferrous sulphate on soil pH 
Brian Horrobin 

My interest in Rhododendrons goes back twenty years or more 
when living on the Lincolnshire edge. More specifically our house 
and garden was built on what felt like a pile of loose limestone. 
Thus when we bought our first plant - we had made the journey 
specially to the local garden centre to buy ··a red one" and actually 
came back with Mrs Charles E Pearson - it was immediate ly 
consigned to a tub of appropriate compost. A nd ve ry well it did too 
as did most o f a number of further purchases as the bug started to 

bite. 

A few years o n we found o urselves moving to Bury St Edmunds 
onto Rhododendron growing condi tions even more extreme -
several hundred metres of porous cha lk. The redeeming feature 
though was a thin layer o r clay very locally in and around our 
garden. Howeve r the pi-I was still 7.0 and the texture varied from 
putty duri ng the winter to hard unyielding rock in summer. We had 
to suffer more than the odd ··why bother" taunt. 

So the container growing continued. But volumes and numbers and 
the watering started 10 get out of hand. Losses through root rot 
were quite regular (don't use dark pots in the sun) and experiments 
with novel composts resu lted in further failures (pine needle leaf 
mould sounds good but Rhododendrons don·t grow in 4 pH 
medium - acid some ground dolomi te if you must). 

Inevitably a ll specimens found the ir way into the garden into a 
variety o f ho les dug to all sizes and fi lled with every possible 
variation on compost. But the results were not good. Again the 
wateri ng became an uphill struggle and exploratory excavations 
a round the worst fa ilures revealed that contact between the 
surround ing clay and fib rous compost were j ust not good enough for 
wate r transmission. 

En lightenment came in a rather unusual way. During a couple of 
really dry summers - even for cast A nglia - not only did the rain 
water butt give up but the only a lternative. tap water. originated in 
the aquifer convenient ly situated down in the chalk. In desperation 
I tried reducing the pH of tap water by adding a small quantity of 
ferrous sulpha te. It takes a little while to react and se ttle, usually I 
left it overnight. hut I got a spectacular result anywhere between 
7pH and 4p l-l depending on how much was added. Anyway this 
technique was used to supplement rainwater fo r several summers 
and the results have been quite drama tic with normal growth on a ll 
plants. I did have the odd specimen die when using it at too low a 
pJ-1 so now I limit the amount used to achieve just under 6pH. 

I think what is happening is that the iron is displacing the ca lcium in 
solut ion precipitating it as insoluble ca lcium sul phate. Ifs not a 
simp le as that as this solid is bright yellow in colour and obviously 
forming some complex salt. H owever if calcium sul phate is involved 
the remaining iron in solution will he doing the same thing to 
dissolved calcium in the soil and as ca lcium sulphate. or gypsum, is 
sold as a clay breaker the re may be the added benefit of an increase 
in soil porosity as we ll as the reduction in pH. Whethe r the pH 
reduction is pe rma nent o r not I can't rea lly tell. It may be that the 
effect is simila r to that described to exp lain why Rhododendrons 
can thrive in the wild in high pH soil so long as there is a high 
rainfall which continually washes away any dissolved calcium. 

I would he interested to hear of any similar experiences members 
may have had. If anyone tries this he wary of hand ling ferrous 
sulphate. Read the instructions on the bag and re me mber that iron 
will sta in clothing permanently and that the smell will stay on your 
hands for days. A lso it will gradually dissolve any galvanising on 
your buckets c tc so use plastic instead. 



Lime tolerant root stocks 
- is this the alternative? 

Comments from John Harsant, from the Group German l o ur 

The climate and choice of plants 

Three factors, which in fl uence the growing of rhododendrons o n 
the continent, arc clear. 

The differences in climate between Germany and Great Brita in a re 
large - cold winters clown to -23°C with the expectation o f early 
morning frosts througho ut the year. 

The inevitable concentration on hybrids flowering late April and 
May, bred fro m '"tough" parents. 

The markets available for such hybrids arc throughout continental 
Europe and include countries as cold as Sweden and Russia. Most. 
but not all U.K. hybrids, being too soft fo r these climates. 

It is of interest to note that in the various cata logues the hybrids 
seem to be listed by reference to the dominant parent and I quote 
from a sample of these from the Haehmann catalogue; 
wi lliamsianum, catawbiense. hacmatodes, dicluoanthum, 
yakushimanum, dauricum, calophytum, calostrotum e tc. e tc. 

Soil Acidity 

Much of Germany has soi l, which verges on or is a lkaline and is not 
hospitable to many rhododendrons. As a consequence, considerable 
efforts have been made to produce a rootstock, which is better able 
to su1v ivc in such conditions. 

A number o f growers have grouped together to find such a stock 
and have produced a group of stocks under the general name of 
INKA RHO. This is believed to be a series of crosses between 
Fortuncii and Cunninghams White . 

The roo tstock is subject to plant breede r"s legislation and plants 
sold o n this rootstock command a premium. It is difficult to give 
absolute figures but it looks like abo ut £ I a plan t. 

Numerous trials have taken place and are cont inuing to de termine 
the effectiveness of the rootstock and in certa in conditions, where 
the soil is to a degree a lkaline, the re certainly seems to be an 
advan tage. I have seen no evidence however to show that there is 
any advantage in using this root stock for plants which will be grown 
in soils which already favour the growth of rhododendrons. 

Acidity in General 

Having listened at le ngth to the German growers and the re levance 
of the INKARHO root stock. my mind has been concentrated in 
this d irection and in particular. with various plants in my own 
garden which are not growing as well as they might. Further 
invest igation has shown that those plants, which arc not too happy 
in acid soil, need appropriate attention. 

Diseases 

We discussed 111 particular the newly reported but established in 
places for some years. disease which variously attacks oak trees, 
viburnums and rhocloclenclrons. It was difficult to discove r the extent 
of this disease in Europe and nurserymen certainly arc not anxious 
to give it a high profile for fear of restrictio ns to contain the disease. 

ft appears there are no restrictions in place at the present time. 
and indeed , it was a joy to sec one member of the group going 
through Custo ms clutching a large azalea close to the m. It would 
be a very sad clay if restrictions we re to be placed and there fore I 
think the threat of this disease should be taken seriously in order 
that a full knowledge is obtained to e nable any possible problems 
to be contained. (Sec the Test Report o n lnkharo Rhododendrons 
and Lime "Tolerance. in Gardening Which. May 2002. Ed.) 

CAMELLIAS Jennifer Trehane 

Camellia Pruning at Caerhays Castle 

and Heligan Gardens 
The x williamsii camellias arc having well deserved a tte ntion this 
year, with the camellia event held at the March RHS show and the 
celebration of the origination of ' Donation· at Borde Hill the 
fo llowing week. 

The huge plants ofx williwnsii camellias clotting the hillside above the 
Williams family"s castle in Cornwall a rc a testa ment to the original 
hybridising work clone by J.C.Williams and his head gardener in the 
I 92tr s. Covered in bloom from ti p to roots in early Spring, they arc 
truly landscape shrubs, especially where gardening on a grand scale is 
the order of the clay. However, since gardening is all about visual 
appeal and vigorous camellias can get thorough ly o ut of hand, even 
in large gardens, the time comes when action has to be taken. 

R.:cuwry from p runed o ld wood .ft.:nnifcr li·c hanc 

At Caerhays they h,1vc been tackl ing the problem in stages over the 
last few years. - - with a chain saw. Many of the oldest camellias 
have been cut a lmost to the ground and they are responding 
brilliantly. Those that were pruned in th is way a couple of years ago 
already had some flower buds this Spring on the vigorous young 
growth tha t had emerged from the bare trunks. This is especia lly 
noticeable o n the plants beside the main driveway through the 
woods. T he more compact hushes, with foliage right down to ground 
level. which will result, will also be welcome cover for the pheasants 
which were crowding the ga rden when I was there in early February. 

In co mplete cont rast arc the camellias at Heligan. Not a x 11·i/lia111sii 
to be seen. The collection there is all C. japonica , almost all 
nineteenth century. with no planting of more rece nt cultivars. as 
befi ts a garden which is ve ry conscious of its origins in that period. 
(Most have lost their identity and it is a challenge to try to put 
names to them). 

I Jere some of the camellias crowd over the paths. their thick trunks 
often spreading o ut many met res, trying to ta ke thei r leaves towards 
the light. In this much smaller garden the management has been 
very cautious. very conscious of the need for management b ut 
anxious to keep the ·old" effect. Pruning is therefore being clone in 
stages, with the sawing out of branches bearing almost entire ly 
yellow leaves, or showing disease symptoms on the hark, being done 
first. Signs of rotting where limbs have torn off arc signs of past 
neglect and give r ise to some difficul t decisions now . .lust how much 
should be removed to ge t back to healthy wood? 
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Some of the lower. very long. woody branches with just a few 
flowering branches near their tips a rc coming out next. Some 
already haw young shoots growing from bare bark near their bases, 
which need to sec the light in order for them to have a long lt:rm 
future . II is an easy decision to prunt: out o ld growth ht:yoncl them. 

Should some of the really ta ll branches also be taken out? Tha t is a 
much more difficult decision. 

H oney Fungus (Armillaria me/lea ) was causing yellowing on some 
branches at Hcligan. as conduct ing vesse ls in the stems became 
blocked by fungal myce lium. We also fou nd a piece o f labe lling 
wire st ill attached to one such stern. leaving a marked inde ntat ion 
all ro und it. "Garotted .. as one o f the yo ung gardeners so 
accura te ly put it. all circula tion cut off. A tidy cul al the scene o f 
the injury is planned. to finish the deed and allow full recovery o f 
the rest of the hush. 

With so many camellias now maturing into la rge bushes in gardens 
up and down the country, hard winte r pruning o f old bushes is. I'm 
sure. going to be seen increasingly ortcn in the future . 

RHODODENDRONS Kenne th Cox 

New Rhododendron Species 

R. dekatanum Cowan 1937 H3-4 
Height 0.60-1 .20111. compact with age. Bark light reddish-br\lwn. 
Young growth scaly. not ha iry. Leaves to 5 x .Llcm. broadly ova te­
ohlong. apex often emarginatc . lowe r surface scales ve ry unequal. 
contiguo us to the ir own diamete r apart. Inllorcsccnce 2-3-flnwcrcd. 
Corolla broadly campanulate, 2-2.6em long. bright lemon yc llow. 
Calyx 6-8111111. Distribution S. T ibet. (Ludlow & She rri ll 1360), in 
rhododendron and bamboo fo rest. 

Altho ugh the name will be new to most people. this is not. in fact. a 
m;w species at al l. We have grown this fo r many years, acquired 
from Muncaster Castle. N.W. England and d ist ributed a few plants 
as R . . wlfi1re11111 all. Steve Hootman. d ireclm or the Rhododendron 
species foundat ion. has told us that it is a lso we ll dist ributed under 
this name in the Pacific northwest. 

R. dekata/11111 Kenneth Cox 

My father Pe ter Cox was looking again at the plant a few years ago 
in flower and rea lised that it matched the type specimen of R. 
dekata11w11, collected by Lud low and Shcrriff (L&S 1360) al 
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Natrampa on the Bhutan: fibcl borde r at 11.500ft in I 936. It is 
close ly related to R. s11/fi1re11111 but diffe rs in its leaf shape. the 
greater density o f sca les on the leaf lower surface. the large r calyx 
and the larger. more open corolla . It has fine showy yellow flowers 
and attractive bronze new leaves. It has proved hardy at Glendoick 
grown in the she lter o f a wall, but it flowers in February-March. so 
is fros ted some years. It should he excellent plant for western 
Scotland. Cumbria . Waks, Ireland and the south west o f England. It 
is a valuable addition to the range of low yellows for moderate 

cl imates. 

R. lacteum and its relatives: new introductions. 

/\s fa r as we know. a ll the R. lacte1m1 hitherto in cultivation is from 
nu111erous collections on the Cangsha n Mountains. behind Dali in 
northwcsl Yunnan. Discovered by French collectors and introduced 
to cultivat io n by George Forrest in 19 10. it has always been a tricky 
plant to please. Lionel de Rothschild used its perfect rounded 
trusses of yellow flowers extensively in his breeding program. Many 
or his hybrids can be seen in British and A merican collect ions: the 
best known arc probably ·Mariloo· and •Lioncl's Triumph'. These 
hybrids a rc also ra ther hard to please and prone to powdery mildew 
infect ion. I<. luctcum. and probably its hybrids too. seems to require 
extreme ly acid soil and perfor111s better as a grafted plant. Most 
people find the Cangshan plants a rc rath<.: r prone tu chlorosis and 
seldom have perfect foliage. In recent times. 111any plants were 
distributed from S BEC seed and subsequent expeditions. These 
have turned out to have both blotched and unblotehcd flowers and 
arc as finc as the earlie r int roductions. which inc lude lht: almost 
unobtainab le ·rnackhi ll s· F.C.C. form . 

Two expeditions. Alan Clark & co. in 1994 and the o ther with Peter 
Cox. Pe ter H utchi,un and St<.:ve Hootman in 1995 introduced I<. 
luctet/111 from a complctcly new area for the species in North 
Easte rn Yunnan. close to thc Sichuan border. These plants are now 
qui te 111ature . though we have not seen the flowers yet. but wha t is 
sign ifi cant is !he ir re lat iv<.: cast: uf cult ure cmnpar<.:d lo the 
Cangshan plants. In our open-ground nursery beds at G lcndoick, 
growing in our standard mcd iu111 with soil m ixed with 25'lr peal and 
hark. the plants arc vigorous. healthy wi th large r, much deeper 
gree n leaves than we are used to. Perhaps these new int roduct io ns 
(C& H 71(>-+) will give us an easy-to-cultivate form or the ,pccies. 

Fo ur closely rclat<.:d species U. /acteu111. R. hcesia11u111. R. dig11ahilc 
and R. 11·ightii form a natural a ll iance within subsection "falicnsia . It 
could be argued that they should have their own subsection. What 
they all have in common in cultivat ion is that they arc qu ite ha rd to 
please and seem to do be tter grafted rather than on their own roots. 
R. hcesil/1111111 at i1s best is a magnifict:nt plant wi th handson1e la rge 
leaves and very showy full trusses of pink or white flowers. I have 
seen lo ts o r it in fu ll flower on l3ci Ma Shan in Yunnan. In 
cultivat ion a few gardens such as 13lackhills grow it very well . R. 
dig11abile is essent ially R. hccsia111/111 from furthe r west and without 
the layt: r of incl umc nlum o n the leaf unde r-surface. I can claim tu 
have been the first lo introduce th is species in I 995 and 1996 from 
the Dosho ng La and o ther passes in south cast Tibet. In the wild it 
was just as spectacu lar as R. hccsia11u111 and h<.:re and the re wcre 
yellow natural hybrids with R. 1rnrdii . T he final member of this 
group is R. 1vigh1ii from Bhutan and Nepal. This is nut the well­
known lop-sided trussed vigorous plan t grown unde r this name for 
almost 100 years. J.G. Millias in his monster tome or 19 17 declares 
it a hybrid and so it undoubtedly is, probably with R. fa/co11c:ri. A 
fi ne garden plant but it really should be given a cultivar name to 
d ist inguish it from thc wild species. As it a lmost certain ly o riginated 
at Littleworth. this garden should probably be used in the name: I 
suggest something with the ·of Lit tleworth' epithet. The re al R. 
11'ightii is a ve ry different plant and ve ry difficul t to establish from 
seed as a very high percentage die off. As a grafted plant we find it 
qui te easy and vigorous. It has somewhat translucent yt:llow flowers 
in early Spring and st icky buds. Indeed thcsc sticky b uds arc an 
identifying character sha red hy 3 out of the 4 species treated he re . 
the exception being R. lactl'l//11. 



T his group of species. whi le nut a lways the easiest to please, a re very 
fine and wi th a bit o f extra effort make good garden plants. 

Kenne th Cox <02002 

MAGNOLIAS Mike Robinson 

"Them Thar Yallers" 
Imagine a dc1111da1a magnolia with the flowers not of white but o f 

yt:llow crowding the branches and shining in the sun light on o ne o f 

those glorious clear spring days. Stretch the imagina tion furt hcr and 

consider a magnolia with the deepest daffodil yellow flowe rs with 

green or orange shades - flowcring on the naked branches - with 

frost proof flowe rs - with large flowers - floriferous on compact 

growt h - with foliage of a good colo ur - even a ··yellow'' Cw11phcllii '1 

It was probably the photographs of A merican hybrids ·Elizabeth' 

and ·Ye llow Bird' in the 1984/5 yearbook that started the excitement 

abo ut yellow magno lias. so ten yea rs la ter, with so many "yellow" 

magnolias registered and many more new hybrids o n trial. has what 

has actua lly been ach ieved justified that early enthusiasm? 

Judgeme nt o f what has actually been achieved is hampered by a 

number of things - the lack o f an object ive eva lua tion of a complete 

collection o f the new yellows growing unde r UK condit io ns - the 

registration of new yellows seemingly every week - and the hype of 

e nthusiastic growers and nursc ryn1c n over the Atlantic in particular. 

Among the seemingly endless procession of new registra tions somc 

taxa inevitably turn o ut to be d isappointing. Names such as 

"Ultima te Yellow·· do no t he lp either. 

M. ·J lo ncy Liz" Phili pp..: de Spoclbcrch 

The la test craze is fo r 111ag1tolia ·sunburst' (Woodsman x Goldstar) 

which has flower buds of an intense green. but the flowers e merge 

with the leaves. and while be ing a good yellow the flowers a rc no t 

ove r la rge. 

The clear conclusio n today is that it is still too early to be defin ite 

abo ut which a rc the best yellow magnolias, but the re are a few tha t 

a rc excellent in British conditio ns. What fo llows, the re fore. is a 

subject ive assessment o f what is both good and available, and a n 

"ult imate'' recommenda tio n as to what to do next! 

How good are they? 

Of course the yellow colour comes from the species ac11111i11ata and 

its variety subcordara. the latte r being ye I lower and of more compact 

habit. lnclecd. for those who want a good mbcordara 'Miss 
Honeybee' is exce llent floweri ng in Spring and often again in 

Autumn. The flowers arc the same colour as ·Butte rflies' . and not 

much smalle r. They are some times hidden in the fo liage but the 

overa ll e ffect is good. T he re arc reputedly even bette r fo rms of 

s11bcordata available in the USA 

It should be remembered that 111 the USA the hybridisation 
progra n1mc to give yellows has had hardiness in view as well as 

flower colour and size, so most of the yellow taxa llowcr late r than 

de1111data and may bc more frost resistant 

In the 1981 /2 yearbook Phil Savage in troduced 'Elizabeth' as a 
precocious yellow magnol ia. and the photographs in the 1984/5 

yearbook show a flower of a darker shade than ·Yellow Bird'. 

Photographs can be so misleading' T he temptat ion to publish the 
best photograph taken under the best possible lighting cond itions is 

irresistible. Though understandable. this is unfortuna te. as in the 
UK at least 'Elizabe th" is not yellow. and the flowers fade as they 

open. However this is a wonde rful magnol ia. with flowers having 
beautifu l shades o f cream throughout their life . It forms a shapely 

tree and has reached a he ight of 7111 afte r 15 yea rs a l Hind leap. I 
recommend it to a ll as a thorough ly fi rst class garden p lant. 

•Yellow Bird' has flowers with o nly 6 tcpals of a grccny yellow. and. 

un li ke the other /m}()/y11c11si.1· hybrids the flowers open just as the 
leaves are unfold ing - the o thers flowe r with the leaves a lready 

completely open. It is a smal l tree - slow growing with me - and will 

appeal to those who like the flower colour. which should be seen 

before purchasing. A fi ne hu t not o ut~tanding va riety. 

T he photograph of ·Buttcrllics· in the I 99 J yearbook is mo uth 

watering, and ·Butterflies· is stil l one o f the top th ree most popula r 
magnolias in the USA. Here it has been disappointing. T he flowers 
arc small and. though a good yellow. don't have the substance or 

poise of 'Elizabeth' or denw lma. T he problem has been made worse 

because the re appear to be two clones in circulat ion in this country. 
one with smaller and more strap li ke tcpals - quite nice but no thing 

like the I 99 I photograph. This may be magno lia ·Stellar Acclaim·. 

My unhclpfu l advice is not to purchase ·Butte rflies· without having 

seen it. and prefe rably the plant you a rc gett ing. in flower, and you 

may then not buy it a t a ll. 

'Sundance' is a pleasant crcam with. according to the litcra tun.:. 

large flowers. It is said to be rlorifcrous. but the plant I purchased 

IO years ago as ·Sunda ncc· sti ll hasn't flowered. so I cannot make a 

fair judgement. 

'Yellow Ft'ver' has attractive flowers of a similar shade to. but 

smalle r than. ·Elizabe th' . but with a pink tinge externally. It is a 

vigorous upright tree in Jo hn H illiarcrs garden in Crawley. A nice 

plant with flowers of a reasonable size. 

'Yellow Lantern' is anothe r pale yellow. the flowers appearing with 
the leaves. It seems to be fast growing when young. tho ugh it is said 

to form only a smal l tree. It certai nly has the advantage of being 

fas tigiate. and will sure ly find a place in many gardens for this a lone. 

'Golclstar' is diffe ren t, being an ac11111i11utu crossed with .\"le/law. It 
has c ream flowers of the stclla ta shape and size and with 14 tepals. 

It has excellent reddish yo ung fo liagc but should not be expected to 

stay as small a plant as the average stel lata : the plant at Wisley is a 

small tree growing ha ll' a metre each year. 

/\II of the above arc available from at least three suppliers in the 
current Plantfinder. If I could have only one it would st ill he 

Elizabe th. 
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Now lo the less avai lable but desirable, and a few newcomers:­

'Lois' is a backcross of an ·Elizabeth' sister seedling with ac11111i11111a. 
It was spotted by Maurice Foster in the a nnex to the Brooklyn 

Botanic Garden, introduced to Europe by him. and is now 
becoming available here. It is in termed iate between ·Elizabeth· and 

·Butterflies· in flower colo ur and size, and being truly precocious in 

its flowering is probably the closest approach yet to the ideal of a 
yellow dc1111da1a type magnol ia. Highly recommended. 

T he appeal of the other hruukly11e11sis hybrids is highly subjel·tive -

I like ·Eva Maria' with its curious mixture of yellow p ink and purple 

in the flowers. and it flowers over a long period. ·Hattie Carthan' is 

simila r but with mostly ye llow fl owers. and has occasio nal flowers 
throughout the summer. ·woodsman' is dark purple with yellow -
one e ithe r likes or hates it. They arc occasionally available. but 

don't buy without having seen the varie ty in flower somewhere first. 

Much better than read ing my prejud ices about these magnolias. 

however. would be to view them a ll, and others less known to 
cu ltivat io n in the UK. This appears to be a recommendation of the 

impossible, hut it is no t so. 

A ll that has to be clone is to trave l just across the Channel. T he 

magnolia ga rdens in the Ticino arc we ll known, hut the cl imat ic 
conditions thcre lcad lo misleading differences in the colour of 

magnol ia flowers, so one has to look closer to home. Wim Rutten· 

nursery and garde n in I lolland. and Phillippe de Spoclbcn:h ·s 
collect ion at Herkcnrodc and at his arboretum at Wespclaar in 

Belgium give us just what is needed. 

M. ·Banana Split' Phil ipp~ d1: Spodhnch 

Philippe has made it his business to evalua te nt:w hybrids whateve r 
the ir origin. and in his extensive co llect ions of acer and 
rhodo dendron the re arc 1200 magnol ias with 200 different taxa. In 
part icula r he has a collect ion of ove r 30 named yellows and many 
more seedlings on trial. A few of !he outstanding hybrids have bee n 
released for propagation to Wim, and arc slowly appearing in othe r 
UK nurseries. Of these. ·oa1>hnc·, 'Banana S1>lit' and ·Honl.'y Liz' 
are o utstanding and should produce flowers of the colours shown in 
Brit ish ga rde ns. 'Limdight' is another promising clone from 
Philippe. 

It is because the gardens in Bclgiurn arc so excit ing tha t the Group 
is organising its Spring Visits to Belgium in May 2003. when the 
magno lias and rhododt:ndrnns should he at their best. So much 
be tte r than seeing photographs of ye llow flowers is to sec the 
flowe rs lhcmselv<.:s. 

Do jo in us: it will be an unforgettable experience. 
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LETTERS 

Bud Blast 
Dear Mr Foster, Dec. 200 1 

I have been read ing the Bulletin and notice that no o ne answered 
your query about Bud Blast, so I thought I wou ld write and tell you 
that he re at Broadlcas it has never been a problem. After d iscussing 
it with my gardener, Carl Bishop, it seems he only knows of one 
rhododendron that suffers from it every year and that is R. 'Diane', 
(rn111pylucmp11111 x 'Mrs Lindsay Smith ') according to my records. 
which may not be very re liable! We think the reason that we suffer 
so lilllc from bud blast may be because we spray twice a year with 
Nimrod: r against powdery mildew. which we do suffer from. Could 
the Nimrod-I affect bud blast? 

For your information we have about I 00 specie rhododendrons and 
abou t the same number of Hybrids. 

Ludy A111w Cu\\'{/my De,·izes. Wi/1s/iirc 

Dear Editor, Dec. 200 1 

Return ing to England in I 979 after a spell overseas. 

I found that a specimen of R. ·Fastuosurn Flore Plcno·. planted ten 
years previously. had grown to flowering size bu t was suffe ring 
severely from bud blast. It seemed to me a t the time that since this 
condition recurs. year after year. the infection must reside in the 
plant tissue. and that rcmoving buds would he ineffectual. On the 
o ther hand there was a reasonable possibility that the fungus might 
be confined to the upper parts of the shoots. Accordingly I cut off 
the top growth to within an inch or so abow the soil level and 
consigned it to the bonfire. It was several years before flower buds 
re-appeared. but th..:s..: wcre complete ly free from b ud blast , and 
been the case up lo the present. 

On the face of it !his treatment seems rather drastic but in fact the 
hardy hybrids usually respond well to cutt ing back. and regrow as a 
nicely symmclrica l p lant. So in the encl there may be a double 
advantage to he gained. 

.lolt11 La11rnster 

Bud Damage 
Dear Editor. 

Balcombe Fores/, Sussex 

I was intt:rested in Lady Anne Cowclray·s letter on bud damage to 

her R. rex and R. lwdgso11ii. We have similar damage on Magnolia 
·Leonard Messel'. situa\cd near dense shrubs. So far we are not 
troubled by squirrds. probably because our garden is new with very 
li ttle tree cover. as yet. We think o ur problt:m is caused by birds, 
most likely sparrows, who like the cover of the nearby shrubs. T his 
yea r we covered M. ·Leonard Messel' with dark cotton. which 
seemed to do the trick, but not to be outdonc, the culpri ts damaged 
buds o n ncarhy Camellias and R. yalwshi111a1111111. Next year we shall 
try cotton on all nearby special shrubs. 

Mrs Joyce B1111ce S0111erse1 

R. ponticum 

I reproduce be low an exchange of le tte rs between Peter & Kenneth 
Cox and the BBC over the te levision programme ·State of the 
Planct' and its rcl'crcncc to ·poisoning the earth· by rhododendrons. 

Dear David Attcnborough. 

As two of the world's fo remost experts on rhododendrons, my 
fa ther and I would li ke to comph1in stro ngly about the content of 
the 2'Jth November BBC programme in the 'State of the Planet' 
se ries in which you claimed that rhododendrons poisoned the ear th. 



Introduced plants are indeed a problem in almost every country in 

the world and the programme is e ntire ly j ustified in drawing th is to 

the attent ion of the television-viewing public. Rhodode11dro11 

po111icum is indeed a major environme ntal problem in milder and 

wetter parts of the British Isles and we have written extensively 

about the dangers of planting it in some areas. However. we have 

two major objections lo the content of the programme in the way it 

discussed rhododendrons. 

1. There arc 900 species of Rhododendron. Only I species R. 

po11tic11111 has had any significant impact on the e1wironmcnt in 

the UK. The programme made no such distinction and implied 

that all rhododendrons were proble matic. T his is very much not 

the case. It is rather like using the example or one disease­

causing bacte rium to claim that all bacte ria a rc harmful. 

2. It is stated that rhododendrons ·poison the soil for a pe riod of 7 

years' through the function 01· an associated fungus. With 50 

years experience between us, this is the first lime we have ever 

heard such a claim. And a ll evidence we have observed indicates 

that this is patently untrue. In the wilds of the Himalayas and 

China, rhododendrons are almost always found growing in 

mixed forest o r moorland in association with many other plants. 

On moorland. rhododendrons grow in association with Pri11111la. 

Meco11opsis. Lili11111. Cassiupe. Ca11ilheria. Uoydia. Sa/ix, Berberis 

and many perennials and shrubs. In woodland, they grow with 

Picea. Abies. Larix. Querrns, Tiuga. Clematis. Berheris. De111sia. 

Bamboo. Rosa and hundreds of other genera. The plants grow 

check by jowl and there has never been any claim made for 

rhododendron roots affecting the soi l in any way. I would like to 

know exactly what evidence you use for your cla ims. While it is 

wcll known that plants such as E ucalyptus <lo use excre tions 

from the ir roots to inhibi t other plant growth, such mechanism 

does not exist in rhododendrons. 

The BBC prides itse lf on accuracy. Indeed the following extract 

from the BBC producer guide lines on the subject: ··a ll the relevant 

facts and information should be weighed to get at the truth or what 

is reported or described''. In the case of your programme. this was 

not. in our opinion. followed. 

You a rc. I'm sure, aware of your sta tus as a powerful voice on the 

BBC. We arc both therefore greatly dismayed lo sec such wild and 

unsubstantiated claims be ing made. Interestingly. on the BBC's 

own gardening website the re is a very balanced and accura te 

assessment of the R. po11tic11111 debate which. whi le recognising tha t 

this particular species "is considered a pest by consc1vationists' ' 

docs not make wild claims for the rest of the genus. 

While you may not li ke rhododendrons. many people do and many 

people's lives a rc dependent on growing and looking after them. 

Your c laims about rhododendrons were nothing bette r than 

irresponsible and unsubstantia ted scaremongering which will have 

caused a great deal of damage to the rhododendron business and 

many ga rd.:ne rs feel unnecessarily guilty about the plants in the ir 

garden. Rhododendrons arc a signi ficant genus of ornamental 

plants. wide ly grown in historica lly important collect io ns in this 

country and your programme has dealt most unfairly with them. 

Yours sincere ly. 

Kenneth & Pc/er Cox G/e11duick Gardens, 
Perth. Sco1/a11d. 

BBC Programme complaints Unit 

State of the Planet, BBCl, 29111 November 2000 

Further to Dina Gold 's letter of 22nd December, I am writing to let 
you know tha t we have now managed to complete our investigation 
into the matter you raised. In the course of our enquiries we have 
consulted Dr David Chamberla in of the Royal Botanic Garden. 
Edinburgh. and Dr Roel Gritten, Ecologist with the Snowdonia 
National Park, who acted as adviser to the programme-makers. 

I can sympathise with your concerns. I note, however. that you 
accept R. ponticum is a major problem in milder and welter parts 
of the British Isles. and that the status of th is varie ty as a pest. and 
the fact that wild growth in this coun try consists a lmost entire ly of 
it, arc confi rmed by the extract you quo ted from the BBC website. 
I think the fact that ii was this fo rm of growth. not artificial 
cult ivation, which was being talked about was evident from the 
programme. The theme was how the na tural environment can be 
damaged by alien species which have '' infiltrated some of our 
seemingly unspoilt wilderness·•. and the location under examination 
in this section was clearly an example of such an area. I do not 
believe the programme misled the audie nce about the properties of 
rhododendrons in gene ral or imp lied that those growing in the ir 
natural habitat caused damage to surrounding vegetat ion. 

li.Lrning to the more complex issue of the a lleged poisonous fungus. 
Dr Chamberla in has advised us that R. ponticum can indeed have a 
severe effect on natural vegetation. as was illustrated in State of the 
Planet. In a natural woodland setting such as that illustrated. he 
says R. ponticum suppresses competitors by casting deep shade. 
alte ring the soil and exerting an allclopathic effect. While he knows 
of no evidence tha t the allelopathic effect is caused by the 
mycorrhizal fu ngus which is associated with all rhododendrons. he 
does not specifically exclude that possibi lity. There is, however. an 
allelopathic effect from R. ponticum which is inclcpcnclcnt of the 
fungus. The salient point, on which both Dr Gritten and Dr 
Chamberlain agree. is that in the wild R. ponticum does inhibit the 
growth of other plants. So, although I feel the explanat ion given in 
the programme could have been more cautiously phrased. I do not 
feel the essential point about the behavio ur of this va riety when 
growing wild in Britain was inaccurate. 

In these circumstances. I do not feel able to uphold your complaint. 
Thank you. though, ror writing to me and allowing me the 
opportunity to address your concerns. I hope you wi ll at least fee l 
they have been carefully conside red. 

Yours sincerely, 

Fraser Steel I/cad o(progmmme complaints. BBC 

BRANCH REPORTS 

New Forest Branch Robin Whiting 

Our fi rst visit in late March was to the Sir Harold Hillier Garden 
and Arboretum. T he curator Mike Buffin escorted us round the 
garde n showing us some very fine magnolias including a superb 
Vulcan. In Bren try woodland under the ra re oak Q11erc11s 1ysop!tylea 
was a lovely R. sherriffii. A truss from this plant had dcse1vcd ly won 
first prize a t the early Rhododendron competition. a week before 

our visit. Further on in the woodland, was another prizewinner /? . 

. 1pembile iveihsie11se. 

Afte r seeing more fine species rhododendro ns. Mike took us to the 
Ghurka Memorial Garden. T he flowers on R. harhalll111 were past 
their best but a 1/10111so11ii grown from a Roy Lancaster seed 

collection was outstanding. 
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The second visit was to a private garden in Broadstone, Dorset. This 
garden was started about 50 years ago, slopes to the south and is furnished 
with a good collection of the older hybrid rhododendrons, and other fine 
shrubs. A small stream nows through the lower part of the garden. 

This provided an ideal location for some splendid candelabra primulas 
and other water side plants under the shade of accrs and the 
rhododendrons. A superb 'Royal Mail' was displaying itself to perfection. 

Wessex branch Miranda Gunn 

Good news for Camellia lovers. 

Graham Ferguson has been given about 50 choice named varie ties 
of camellia, in JO litre pots by Derck Strauss, following the closure 
of Stonc hurst Nurseries. These will be on sale a t the Wessex Branch 
Members Afternoon at Ramsier o n Sunday October 27, a t a price 
of £J 8 with half the proceeds going to the Group. Graham is kindly 
going to over-winter any plants that are left, with a view to offering 
them to Members a t a nother location in the Spring. 

Norfolk Branch Jane ldiens 

The Nor folk Branch had two meetings this season. The first was a 
visit to Sandringham Gardens, on 23rd May. Over 30 enthusiasts 
enjoyed a tour led by Martin Woods, the Head Gardener. It is a 
fine, mature garden, with many fine trees, some unusual , including 
a number of diffe re nt magnolias. The planting around the lake was 
looking vc1y fi ne . Martin mentio ned a point of interest to suffere rs 
from honey fungus: in one part icular bed which had the problem. 
Picris were planted some years ago. and so far they arc thriving. 

He also took us across the road into the Walled Garden - an area not 
normally visited. It is the old kitchen garden. The scale of the area 
enclosed thus is vc1y extensive - far too large for a present day 
undertaking. It was decided to keep the overall shape and layout, which 
is impressive enough, and to put open areas down to grass paddocks. 

Camellias.from the purest 
white to the richest red. 

CAMELLIA GROVE 
GOOD RANGE OF HYBRIDS & SPECIES. 

AUTUMN AND SPRING FLOWERING FORMS 

LARGE COLLECTION O F SPECIME N PLANTS 

MAIL ORDER, PLANT CENTRE & EXPORT 

SEND 2 X 1 ST STAMPS FOR AVAILAB ILITY LIST 

WE ARE OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR OUR 

UNDIVIDED ATTENTION & ADVICE. 

Tel: 01403 891143 Fax 891336 
MARKET GARDEN, CYDER FARM.LOWER SEEDING. 

10 

H ORSHAM. W.SUSSEX RH 13 6PP. 

EMAIL: CGRCMG@HORTIC.COM 
ONLINE ORDERING AT: 

WWW.CAMELLIA-GROVE.COM 

On 11 th June a smaller party visited a private 11 acre garden 
overlooking the sea, at West Runion, by kind permission of Mr & 
Mrs C. Clark. T his dramatic site, full o f ravines which provide 
shelter from northerly winds, was laid out and planted in the 60s and 
70s, by Dr. & Mrs J.Chappe ll, and much of the original planting 
survives. I was fortunate to obtain Mrs Chappelrs original plan and 
plan t list, and she was able to be present. Members who were so 
incl ined could indulge in some detective work, to establish what 
remained. This was not an easy task. but we did have some modest 
success. An early season meant that some of the garden's chief 
glories were over. but some photographs taken in May gave 
members some idea of what had been. 

Peak Branch David Fames 

Our early spring meet ing on I sth March gave membe rs a preseason 
chance to view the Lea Rhododendron Gardens, and be shown 
round by Jonathan Tye. The ga rdens have expanded and developed 
over the last fifty years well beyond the confines of a disused 
gritstonc quarry. More than twenty different rhododendron species 
and hybrids were in flower in the bright morning sunshine. 

In the afternoon we were shown around the Chatsworth House 
glasshouses by head gardener Ian Webster who generously gave up 
his whole afternoon to show us areas of the estate not open to the 
public. The camell ias were at their very best, having provided a 
multitude of blooms at the RHS Early Camellia Show a few days 
previously (and won many prizes for the Duke and Duchess o f 
Devonshire). The areas shown included the rar woodland where we 
were astonished to see some enormous rhododendrons. including 
several splendid R. harhatu111 in fu ll flower 

The recent highlight of the year has been the celebration of Mrs 
Tye·s (senior) IOOth birthday on August 17th. She was presented 
with a suitable card with messages from 35 members and friends. 

Rhododendrons & Azaleas 
for the connoisseu!. 

LODER 
PLANTS 

OVER 800 
H YBRIDS & SPECIES 

RHODODENDRONS 

PLUS 

200 FORMS OF EVERGREEN AZALEAS. 

150 FORMS OF DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 

LARGE COLL ECTION OF SPECIMEN PLANTS 

MAIL ORDER, PLANT CEN T RE & EXPORT 

SEND 2 X 1 ST STAMPS FOR AVAILABILITY LIST 

W E ARE OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR O UR 

UN DIVIDED ATTENTION & ADV ICE 

Tel: 01403 891412 Fax 891336 
MARKET GARDEN , CYDER FARM,LOWER SEEDING, 

H ORSHAM , W .SUSSEX R H 13 6PP. 
E MA IL: LPRCMG@HORTIC.COM 

ONLINE ORDERIN G AT: 

www.RHococENDRoNS.coM 



Our informal association with the Rhododendron Group of the 

No rthern Horticul tural Society (Harlow Carr) continues on l 2th 

October, with a joint lecture when Mr Jim Fuller recounts his 

adve ntures in Bhutan. In early May. two of our members joined the 

Northern Group on their spring garden tour. thus furthering our 

links with them. 

NOTICES Joey Warren 

Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING held on Tuesday 23rd April. 

Chairman - Mr M.C.Foster 

There were I 9 members in a\le ndance . 

Apologies we re received from Mrs V.Archibold, Mr C.E..I.Brabin. 

Mr D.N.Farncs. Mr J.D.Harsant. Dr R.H.L.Jack, Mr J.Sanders and 

Mr I.TStokes. 

Minutes of Annual General Meet ing 200 I. which were published in 

the August 2001 Bulletin, No.77. were agreed and were signed by 

the Chairman. 

Chairman's Report - Copy enclosed. 

Treasurer's Report - Mr Walke r passed round copies of the 

Accoun ts and the Balance Sheet for the yea r ended 31st October 

200 1. (Copy e nclosed) 

It had been another satisfactory year for The Group. The surplus o f 

just over £3.000 compared wi th just over£ 1,200 in the year 2000. 

~~?JG LENDOIC K", 
~ GARDENS LIMITED 

Glendoick, Perth PH2 7NS. Scotland 

70 page colour catalogue and colour price list available now. Plants can 
he rnllcctcd or scnt worldwide. October- lst /\pril. Send £2 for a copy. 

EXCITING ITEMS THIS YEAR INCLUDE: 

Newly collected in south cast Tibet. R. lwwtoides and for the first time. 
R. dig11ahile. 1,vo fine new plants for indoors or milder gardens. the 

yellow /?. lcp1oclado11 from Vietnam and U. tlekata1111111. We also grow 
all sorts of wonderful plants such as Camellias. Sorln,s. Nomoclwris. 

lvlccnnopsis. Lilies. Kalmia latiji,lia. 0 111plwlo~ra11111w. etc etc. 

2 NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE THIS YEAR: 

The Encyclopedia of Rltodode11dro11 Species - (Second Edition) 
by Peter A. Cox & Kenneth N. E. Cox 

Due to popular demand. a Second Edition has been published 
fea turing all of the original material as well as three additional pages 

featuring new species introduced since I 997. These include R. 
monanthum. R. platypodum, R. miniatum. R. gongshanense and 

several others. 

Prkc £75 plus postage. £6.50 (UK) £8.50 (Europt• and rest of the world.) 

FRANK KINGDON WARD'S /UDDLE OF THE TSANGPO GORGES 

New edition, Edited hy Kenneth Cox, Antic111c Collector's Club, 2001 

Original text by Frank Kingdon Ward. edited by Kenneth Cox. 
Additional material by KcJ111cth Cox, Ken Storm Jr. and Ian Baker. 

Prkc £35 plus £5.50 (UK). £7.50 (foreign) postage & packing. 

Expenditure o n plant collections appears less than last year because 

it excludes more recent plantings, but it is actually about the same . 

There has been no additional expenditure in the period and the 

cash position is healthy. Subscriptions remained steady, though it 

must be realised that o urs is an ageing membership. and the new 

promotion on membership is very t imely. Seed sales have increased 

compared with the previous year, but there is now less stock of 

seeds. The Group needs to continue to develop membership growth 

in order to maintain its satisfactory posit ion. 

Election of Officers and Committee Members - The Secretary had 

received by post 38 completed voting forms which confirm the 

Officers in post, and re -elected Mr John D.Harsant and Mr Alastair 

TStephenson to the Committee for a further 3-ycar term. 

Appointment of Auditors - The RHS Auditors were re-appointed. 

Any Other Business -

I. The John Bond Pla nt Collection at Ahhotshury Gardens 

A report has been published in Gardener's World Magazine, The 

Garde n and also in the Journal of The Institute of Horticulture. 

2. The Rhododendron Show The fu ture of the Rhododendron 

Show was discussed. Mr Hi llier told the meeting that the RHS are 

planning to move some Shows o ut of London, and that next 

year the Main Rhododendron Show will be held in Bournemouth 

on 11 lh/1 2th May 2003, which is a weekend. The June, July and 

August Shows are already out of London. The Early Rhododendron 

Show wi ll be on Tuesday/Wednesday. 4th/5th March 2003 art 

Vincent Square. The Daffodil Society have decided lo hold their 

Competition al Wisley. 

Date of Next Annual General Meeting - 29'" April 2003. 

N.B. Please sec the enclosed loose sheet for nominations to the 

commillee for the next AGM in April 2003. 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Miranda Gunn 

It's that time of year again already, and subscriptions arc clue on 

November 1st. 

For yet another year there has been NO INCREASE in your 

subscription, it remains al £ 15 for members in UK and E urope, and 

£17.50 for the rest of the World. 

Full details and methods of payment are listed on the enclosed 

separate sheet. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS - Autumn 2002 and Sprin~ 2003 

Date 

October 

Oct 6th 

Oct. I 7-20th 

Oct. 27th 

November 

Nov. 2nd 

Nov. 9th 

Nov. 12th 

Nov. 16th 

Nov. 16th 

Nov. 19th 

2003 

March 

Mar. 6-9th 

April 

April 5th 

Apri l I l -13th 

Apri l 27th 

Apri l 27th 

Apri l 29th 

April 29-30th 

April 30-May 4th 

May 

May l-4th 

May31 st 

June 

June 1st 

Organiser/branch 

Cornwall Garden Soc. 

Group/I CS 

Wessex 

South East 

South West 

Norfolk 

Wessex 

New Forest 

Group 

!CS 

South East 

RHS 
South East 

Wessex 

Group 

RHS 

Group 

ARS 

South East 

Wessex 

The Tour to Germany 
Set: the brie f report under 'TOU RS' on page 3 

The Group al Hachmann's Nursery. 

Centre: He rr Ho lger Hachmann 
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Event 

Plant Sale 

Autumn Weekend in Cornwall 

Me mbers· afternoon at Ramsier 

L ecture - Archie Skinner 

"Beaut iful plants in beautiful gardens" 

Plant sa le, lunch and lecture by Dr David Chamberlain. 

Lecture on garden design. Tim Leese. 

Lecture - Deciduous Azaleas 

Lecture - M. Baron. South East Tibe t 

Executive Committee 

Annual Congress & Tours, .Jinhua. China 

Plant sale and siknt auction. 

Plain Camellia Competition, Bournemouth 

Annual Show 

Visit to members· gardens 

Group AGM & Executive Committee 

Main Rhododendron Competition 

Botanical Tour lo Belgium 

Annual Convention. Olympia. Washington. 

G hent Azalea Day a l Sheffie ld Park & High Beeches. 

Annual Show at Ramsier 

Contact 

Joey Warren 

Alun Edwards 

Miranda Gunn 

Mike Robinson 

Alun Edwards 

.J anc ldiens 

Malcolm Nash 

Martin Gates 

Joey Warren 

lCS 

Mike Robinson 

Mike Robinson 

Malcolm Nash 

.Joey Warren 

Valerie Archibold 

A RS 

Mikl'. Robinson 

Miranda Gunn 

The Group enjoyed the hospitality of Elisabeth Hobbie, seen here 
with one of her father's several unnamed R. ward ii x disco/or hybrids 
growing at her nursery. 

Photos John Rawling 


